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Heard 
Around 
Town
By American Staff

The Grand • 165 Main Street, Ellsworth • (207) 667-9500

Live Theatre - Comedic Opera
Gilbert & Sullivan Society of Maine:  

The Gondoliers
On the Stanley Subaru stage

Feb. 7th - 9th,  
14th - 16th

BROOKSVILLE — Th e 
town of Brooksville is now the 
proud owner of the stretch of 
sand on Cape Rosier known 
as Bakeman Beach, thanks 
to a recent land conservation 
eff ort buoyed by local sup-
porters and spearheaded by 
Maine Coast Heritage Trust 
(MCHT), a statewide land 
conservation organization. 

For decades, the beach on 
Weir Cove Road has been 
used by community members 
for swimming and picnick-
ing, as well as for commer-
cial fi shing uses and seaweed 
gathering. Now the town of 
Brooksville owns the beach 
and, as part of the arrange-
ment with the land trust, it 
will always stay open to pub-
lic use.

Th e property that includes 
the beach was listed for sale a 
few years ago, which worried 

locals and selectmen that the 
beach might be purchased 
and closed to public access. 
However, in time, the sellers 
agreed to sell just the beach 
to Maine Coast Heritage 
Trust with a goal of ensuring 
its availability for public use 
in the long term. 

In a statement about the 
purchase, selectmen John 
Gray, Horace (Hal) Snow 
and Richard Bakeman com-
mented: “It is wonderful to 
fi nally get a piece of land that 
town residents have always 
used, into town ownership. 
We’re grateful to Maine Coast 
Heritage Trust for making 
this conservation project 
possible. It will be available 
for the public’s enjoyment 
from now on, without any 
contention.”

Th e trust was able to get 
enough people with ties to 

the area to contribute to the 
project so that the full pur-
chase price could be raised.

“We are very grateful to 
those donors who helped 
make this possible,” said 
Ciona Ulbrich, senior proj-
ect manager for Maine Coast 
Heritage Trust, who served as 
the point person on this proj-
ect over the years. “We can’t 
do this work without people 
who step up and help at what-
ever level they can.” 

A special town meeting 
was held in late December. 
Residents voted to accept 
the gift  of the beach under 
a condition held by the land 
trust that guarantees that the 
public has the right to use 
the beach for recreation and 
fi shing. Th e deed transferring 
the property to the town was 
recorded at the Registry of 
Deeds on Jan. 15. 
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Bakeman Beach in Brooksville has been purchased by Maine Coast Heritage Trust and 
donated to the town of Brooksville, preserving its access to the public for recreation and 
fi shing.

Brooksville’s Bakeman Beach 
preserved for public use

ELLSWORTH — The 
Ellsworth Garden Club, in 
partnership with the St. Croix 
District of the Garden Club 
Federation of Maine, will be 
offering camperships of up to 
$800 each for summer 2020.

Applicants should be 
between the ages of 7 and 18 
and be residents of Ellsworth, 
Lamoine, Trenton, Hancock 
or Clifton. Applications 
should be for day or 
overnight programs fostering 
exploration of nature, 
ecology, conservation, botany, 
gardening, agriculture or 
other related areas.

Potential campers 
should apply electronically 
no later than Feb. 20 to 
e l l s w o r t h g a r d e n c l u b @
gmail.com. The letter of 
application should include: 
1) the applicant’s name, age, 
school and municipality of 
residence, 2) the camp and 
program to be attended, and 
3) why they want to attend 
and how it will benefi t them 
and others.

More information 
may be found at www.
ellsworthgardenclub.org or 
by contacting blackstm@
uregina.ca.

Garden club offering camperships 

By Jennifer Osborn
BROOKLIN — Three 

young Brooklin children had 
a successful fi rst run with a 
hot cocoa stand outside the 
Friend Memorial Library on 
Jan. 20.

And, the trio, Lochlan 
Carter and Lola and Asa 
Blake, donated $10, which 
represented a third of their 
earnings, to the Brooklin Fire 
Department. 

Molly Blake, mother of 
Lola, 7, and Asa, 5, said, “It 
was a beautiful snowy day. I 
was bored, they were bored 
and they love the idea of 
selling things.”

“Winter survival tip 
number 1: let your kids 

sell stuff on the side of the 
road,” Blake said. “They were 
selling hot chocolate to Tom 
Morris as he was heading to 
the Brooklin Boatyard and I 
think that is what gave them 
the idea of donating some 
money.”

“Sam Friend, the fi re chief, 
was across the street having 
lunch, so they went right over 
with their money and gave it 
to him; instant gratifi cation,” 
Blake said. “Lochlan very 
wisely said he would be 
saving his remaining money 
and my children immediately 
bought toys.”

Lochlan, 6, is the son of 
Brittney and Nick Carter, 
who is a member of the 

Fire Department. 
Assistant Fire Chief Tom 

Morris sent each child a thank 
you letter acknowledging 
receipt of the donation.

The letters stated in part, 
“It is particularly impressive 
that you guys donated a 
full 1/3 of the proceeds 
from your business. If more 
citizens donated that much 
of their earnings, the fi re 
service would be in amazing 
shape.”

“Thank you again for 
your dedication to your 
community,” Morris wrote. 
“We very much look forward 
to you joining our Fire 
Department when you turn 
16.”

 Kids’ cocoa stand raises 
fi re department funds

BUCKSPORT — 
Bucksport High School’s 
annual Eighth Grade Step-Up 
Night is being held on Mon-
day, Feb. 3 , from 6-7:30 p.m.

Come to get a closer look 
at Bucksport High School 
and learn all about its aca-
demic, co-curricular and 
sports programs.

Th ere will be an 

opportunity to visit with 
teachers, administrators, 
coaches and students to 
ask questions and tour the 
school.

Visitors also will be able to 
learn more about the BARR 
program and how it is help-
ing ninth-graders make a 
more successful transition to 
high school.

BROOKSVILLE — Th e 
Drop-In Center at the Brooks-
ville United Methodist Church, 
713 Coastal Road, is opening 
its doors for cribbage classes 
for those of all ages interested 
in learning the game, includ-
ing those who once played and 
want a refresher.

An introductory evening 
will be held on Wednesday, 
Feb. 5, at 6:30 p.m. Th ose who 
know how to play will demon-
strate their skills and introduce 
the game rules.

For the initial gathering, 
those who come to learn will 
sit in on the game as observers. 
Th ose attending will be asked 
to indicate days and times 
most convenient for continua-
tion of the games and lessons 
throughout the winter months.

Hot beverages and snacks 
will be provided. Th ere is no 
charge for participation. Th e 
Drop-In Center is handi-
capped-accessible via a chair 
lift .

For more information, call 
469-7850.

Cribbage lessons at 
Brooksville church

BLUE HILL — Th e First 
Congregational Church of 
Blue Hill will be hosting its 
monthly coff eehouse on Sat-
urday, Feb. 1, from 7-9 p.m.

Th e fi rst hour will be open 
mic and the second hour will 
feature Relentless Reign, a 
Christian band sharing the 
message of God, ministering 
to the broken-hearted and 
bringing joy to people’s lives. 

Th e band includes Nancy 
Stoner, Blaine Stoner, Alma 
Mote and Jayme Chenoweth.

Admission is by free will 
donation and all donations 
go to support the Dolly Fisher 
Emergency Fund, which helps 
to provide food, fuel, power 
and clothing to those in need 
on the Blue Hill Peninsula.

For more information, call 
374-2027.

Coffeehouse event i n Blue Hill Feb. 1

Step-Up Night at Bucksport High
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Public safety dispatcher 
Nikki Dennison has spent 
10 years answering emer-
gency calls from all around 
Hancock County. The Han-
cock County Commission-
ers recognized her Jan. 
21 for 10 years of service 
and presented her with a
certifi cate. 

A post on the RCC’s 
Facebook page reads, “She 
is an integral part of our 
RCC team. Thank you, 
Nikki, for your dedication 
to the citizens of Hancock 
County and our agency.”

With her in the photo 
are (from left) commission-
ers Antonio Blasi, John 
Wombacher and William 
Clark.

• • •

Phyllis Young of Ells-
worth (center) and daugh-
ters Emily Nelson of Bath 
(left ) and Jen Guibord of 
Portland, Ore., enjoyed an 
impromptu and fun-fi lled 
long Martin Luther King 
Day weekend in New York 
City. Th e trio visited the 
9/11 Memorial and took 
in several comedy and 
music shows and ethnic
restaurants.

Jen, who was in New 
York on business, arranged 
the trip.

• • •
What’s shaking in Wash-

ington County? 
Plenty, according to 

Washington County Emer-
gency Management, which 
reported an earthquake in 
Baring at 2:30 a.m. Jan. 23.

With a magnitude of 1.3 
and a depth of 7 kilometers, 
it caused no damage. But, 
plenty of people in the Cal-
ais area woke up to some-
thing that sounded like an 
explosion.

• • •

Despicable mail?
If your minions are get-

ting into too much trouble, 
try giving them something 
constructive to do. This 
giant minion has been 
assigned to accept mail 
delivery at the intersec-
tion of West Bay Road 
and Meadow Road in
Gouldsboro. 

• • •
If you see Brenda 

Ledezma, the cheesecake 
master behind Momo’s 
Cheesecakes on East Main 
Street in Ellsworth, wish 
her a happy birthday. Th e 
big day was Tuesday.

• • •

Where does a cat go 
when it loses its tail? Th e 
re-tail store!
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